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Introduction
God’s House Tower is inviting applications from writers and creatives to facilitate a series of free
creative writing workshops using our contemporary art programme as the stimulus for creativity.

Context and Project Aims

GHT launched the creative writing group in January 2021, meeting online via zoom during GHT’s
forced closure in monthly sessions which explored the many chapters of God’s House Tower’s his-
tory.

Following on from the success of this activity, and the reopening of the building in July 2021, we
now hope to continue this work, using our contemporary art programme as the stimulus for cre-
ative writing.

The aims of this project are:

- To introduce more people to a community of artists living and working in the city, giving a plat-
form to those artists and facilitating a deeper understanding of their work.

- To improve and develop creative skills.

- To involve more people in creative activities, improving participants wellbeing and allowing
them to contribute to a project bringing them closer to the people around them.

- To demonstrate GHT as a venue which is relevant to them, accepting and welcoming.

Project Timeframe and Deliver

These sessions will take place regularly on Saturday afternoons, coinciding with the mid-way
point of each new exhibition.

The facilitator leading these sessions will need to commit to attending to facilitate these sessions
as well as one familiarisation visit per exhibition to assist with their planning and understanding of
the exhibition.

The facilitator will also take the lead in shaping a culmination sharing event for participants to
share their work over the year.

Outcomes

We wish to evaluate the success of the project by the following outcomes:

- Participants feel more connected to each other and the local arts community.

- We will have offered a safe space for under represented groups to meet.

- People will have had the opportunity to take part in activities which make them feel more con-
nected to others.



Activity and Project

We are accepting project proposals from writers, creatives and facilitators from a range of back-

grounds who can demonstrate:

- Previous experience delivering creative writing workshops.
- An understanding of different abilities and interests.

- Ability to be flexible in approach.

- Deliverable and engaging activities which will make the group feel more connected to each
other and develop their creative skills.

- A structured plan for a series of sessions, developing work and growing ideas.

- Room for co-creation and development with the participants.

- Ability to create a tangible outcome for a sharing event in GHT in early December 2022.

Fee
The total fee for this project is £1200 including preparation and planning time broken down as
follows:

Activity detail Fee per session Quantity Total

Delivery time £150 6 £900.00

Planning visits £50 6 £300.00

£1200.00
Key Dates

Familiarisation visit 1
Session 1
Familiarisation visit 2
Session 2
Familiarisation visit 3
Session 3
Familiarisation visit 4
Session 4
Familiarisation visit 5
Session 5

Culmination / sharing event

Proposals

Friday 18th March - Sunday 27th March
Saturday 9th April, 11am - 1pm

Friday 22nd July - Sunday 31st July

Saturday 13th August, 11am - 1pm

Friday 2nd September - Sunday 11th September
Saturday 17th September, 11am - 1pm

Friday 7th October - Sunday 16th October
Saturday 22nd October, 11am - 1pm

Friday 11th November - Sunday 20th November
Saturday 26th November, 11am - 1pm

TBC

Written proposals should be no longer than 2 sides of A4 and include:
- A project overview detailing the planned activity for the sessions, the proposed structure for

each session.



- Insights in to how feedback will be captures and how the sessions will achieve the aims and
outcomes as stated above.

- An overview proposal for the sharing event at God’s House Tower - the final product we hope
to be shaped by the participants.

Please also include a short personal statement detailing relevant experience of previous com-
munity work in a creative arts setting.

Proposals can be submitted by individuals or artists working in collaboration to deliver the project
within the fee stated above.

Please send completed proposals to Hannah Preston hannah@aspacearts.org.uk by Monday 21st
February.

Selection Process

‘a space’ arts will review the proposals and invite shortlisted candidates to visit GHT for an in-

formal conversation to understand more about the artist and the project plan. Initial selection will

be made based on ability to demonstrate:

- Deliverable and engaging activities which are flexible in their delivery and can be delivered.
safely in person with an online option.

- Value for money with achievable outcomes.

- Room for co-creation and development with the participants.

- Understanding or and is reflective of GHT's overall project aims.

Selection Timeline

Monday 17th Jan > Applications Open

Monday 21st Feb > Applications Close

Friday 25th Feb > Shortlisted candidates informed and invited to interview
Friday 4th March > Interviews

Access
As an organisation we actively look to reduce barriers for artists applying for our opportunities and
commissions, and we are committed to being fair, accessible, transparent and inclusive.

We offer a range of access support for artists, including alternative formats for information we re-
lease and submissions we receive as well as an artist access fund; please contact us so that we
can discuss your individual needs and provide appropriate support for your application or project.
Please either email us on enquiries@aspacearts.org.uk or call 023 80 338 778

For more information about this work please visit - aspacearts.org.uk/about-us

About GHT

God’s House Tower (GHT) opened to the public in September 2019 with a dynamic programme of
exhibitions, events and activities. Through inventive and imaginative programming GHT shares
and celebrates its’ own special Southampton story through the permanent exhibition ‘stories be-
hind the stones.” Our changing programme of exhibitions and activities create opportunities for
artists and audiences, open up conversations and create access for those facing barriers to herit-
age and culture. The programme empowers communities to be creators and develop a lifelong


http://aspacearts.org.uk/about-us

interest in arts and culture, along with diversifying Southampton’s creative community and creat-
ing role models to inspire a new generation of diverse creative communities in the city.

For more information about GHT please visit - godshousetower.org.uk

About ‘a space’ arts

Established in 2000, by artists for artists, ‘a space’ arts is the visual arts organisation leading on a
range of artist development projects, including the Arches and Tower House studios, God’s House
Tower, the RIPE programme, along with offering a bespoke range of Artist Resources.

Artist development at the heart of all of our projects and we deliver our mission of supporting
visual artists and inspiring audiences in enterprising ways. All of our work and venues including
Victorian railway arches and Medieval monuments supporting delivering our mission. The organ-
isation is a registered charity and an Arts Council England National Portfolio Organisation.

For more further information and an overview of our work please visit - aspacearts.org.uk
For project specific information please visit - godshousetower.org.uk and ripesouthampton.org.uk

Anti-racism

To further our mission we are taking proactive steps to becoming an anti-racist organisation. We
have pledged to deliver a number of commitments through our Anti-Racism Action Plan over the
next two years along with a series of activities to bring immediate benefits to global majority
artists. We feel this combination of working towards long-term change and immediate action can
make a real difference to Southampton’s global majority visual artists and we plan to continue
working on this dual approach.

For more information about this work please visit - aspacearts.org.uk/about-us

% L o BB

aspace ‘{|7
oets

TOWER HOUSE '


http://godshousetower.org.uk
http://aspacearts.org.uk
http://godshousetower.org.uk
http://ripesouthampton.org.uk
http://aspacearts.org.uk/about-us

