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About the Charity

Wonderseekers, the Charity behind Winchester Science Centre, has been
sparking children’s curiosity in science, technology, engineering and maths
(STEM) since it was founded in 1986.

We believe that through science, children can choose to live healthier, more
sustainable lives and contribute to a better world for all.

They can:

« discover the wonder of science and make sense of the world around
them and their place within it,

* use science methodology as a framework for critical thinking and
problem solving,

» develop their self-confidence and resilience through practical experience
and experimentation.

However, inequality of access to science for young children means that
many miss out.

Our new strategy demonstrates our ambition to build on our Charity’s

long heritage, develop our experience in Equality, Diversity and Inclusion,
continue our focus on all disciplines of science and take on an environmental
agenda in response to climate change.

We remove social, cultural and intellectual barriers so that all children can be
inspired by and engage in science, with a particular focus on children whose
lives are impacted by disability or impairment and social and economic
deprivation.

We specialise in communicating science to children through ‘WOWY!’
experiences that are fun, inclusive, immersive, interactive and accessible.
We reach out to children in innovative ways through our Science Centre,
in schools, communities and online, and love to work collaboratively with
children, industry and academic partners, charities and individuals to have
the greatest impact.

Find out more about our Charity's strategy, governance and achievements
over the past year by downloading our latest annual report.
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https://www.winchestersciencecentre.org/assets/files/uploads/wsc-annual-report-2022-signed-website.pdf
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Equality, diversity and inclusion

Our charity is committed to breaking down barriers to STEM and wants to help
everyone regardless of age, background, gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, race,
religion or belief, disability, impairment or any other protected characteristic to be in
STEM.

Equality and inclusion are at the heart of everything we do. We want to create a truly
diverse and inclusive workplace. If you are disabled and have the essential skills and
experience to do the job, we will invite you to an interview.

We recognise that through diversity our Charity can grow and we are committed to
providing an inclusive recruitment process to support this. We want to work with a
great team, with people who share our values and can make a huge contribution

to sparking curiosity. We believe the team must reflect the diverse communities we
work with so to support this, we are very willing to facilitate flexible working, changes
to the infrastructure, systems and processes in order to welcome the most diverse
candidates possible.




Our Place on Earth

Project objectives

e Children can value and see the relevance of science in their lives and the lives of others.
« Children can develop science enquiry skills and apply them to their everyday lives.

+ Children can express their thoughts and feelings about science and be given a platform for their voices
to be heard.

The project

Wonderseekers (the Charity behind Winchester Science Centre) is embarking on an exciting adventure with an
ambitious strategy to help children aged 3-12 feel more connected to nature and empowered to play their part in
protecting and caring for their local environment. As part of a long-term plan, we are developing a project which
includes a new exhibition and programme of activity called Our Place on Earth. The aim of the project is to take
children on a participatory journey to discover and feel inspired by our local landscape. Using the unique landscape
surrounding our science centre as inspiration, we will help children explore site-specific themes such as light
pollution, soil health and local species, with the hope that their environmental journey will continue in their own little
piece of Earth, wherever that may be.

To ensure that children’s voice is captured and represented throughout this project and embedded within the
exhibition, we will be conducting a 9-month development phase working in collaboration with artists, scientists,
exhibition designers, and children from underrepresented local communities. At the end of this project stage, we
will have a concept design for a new accessible exhibition and lots of creative ideas to design a programme of
accompanying activities to run at the centre, in schools and in communities.
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The brief

Fixed fee: £10,000 (inclusive of all expenses, VAT, resources and delivery of workshops)

Candidates: The opportunity is open to individual artists and/or artist collective/groups.

Project timescale: May 2024 — January 2025

Application closing date: 8th April 2024

Interview date: 20th April (Saturday)

Appointment starts: w/c 13th May

Point of contact: Jo@winchestersciencecentre.org

Wonderseekers value the importance of art within science
communication, especially for young children. It helps to create
a powerful, sensory experience for children to explore, observe,
communicate, and understand the world around them. We are Open invite
looking for a visual artist and/or artists to advocate for creativity

within the project using art to help Wonderseekers achieve a and Site Visit
collaborative vision for Our Place on Earth exhibition.

Interested parties are invited to
attend an Our Place on Earth
project event on 27th March

at Winchester Science Centre,
2.30pm — 5pm. It will be an
opportunity to find out more
about the project, meet some of
those involved and have a look
around the centre. If you would
like to attend, please contact

Jo Hennessy (Director of

The Young Design Panel will be assembled from a diverse group Experiences) to book a space.
of children aged 7-11 from local underrepresented communities. If you are unable to attend
They will be invited to attend workshops with the artists and other this event, please feel free to
collaborators approximately twice a month outside of school hours. come and visit us at Winchester
The successful candidate will also be expected to deliver a series Science Centre, but please

of workshops with community groups, schools and families visiting contact us in advance and book
Winchester Science Centre. It is vital that the successful candidate in a time for us to meet you.

be passionate about working with young children, and have the
flexibility to allow the children’s voice, thoughts and feelings to be
represented through the creative process.

The opportunity is open to individual artists and/or artist collective/
groups. They will work with the Wonderseekers team to design,
plan and facilitate a series of creative workshops to guide children,
including our Young Design Panel through this process over

the 9-month development phase. They will encourage children

to express themselves through art, capturing their creative and
imaginative response to local environmental themes. The work
created with the children will then be used to design the new Our
Place on Earth exhibition with the support of professional exhibition
designers.

Wonderseekers strives for all our activities to be fully accessible.
The successful applicant must be an active advocate for
accessibility. They will work closely with the Wonderseekers
team to ensure that what we are delivering is inclusive and
representative of those involved in the project.
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Project timescale

The project will run over a 9-month period May 2024 — January
2025, with approximately 13 -15 days of workshop delivery with
children. How and when the workshops and activities are delivered
within this timeframe are to be decided between the artist/artists and
Wonderseekers.

Here is an indicative outline of the project timescale. Most of the
activity will take place at our site at Winchester Science Centre, with
some possible work in schools and the local community.

A Wonderseekers Project Officer will be appointed to support the
coordination and delivery of the workshops and activities.

Timescale Activity

4th June (TBC) Welcome & project launch at WSC — chance for project team to meet

June - Sept Workshops with children
Oct Event to share artwork and ideas so far
Nov -Dec Pulling together of ideas with exhibition designers

Celebration Event at WSC — a chance to reflect and share the project. Reveal of concept
design illustration

Budget

There is a fixed fee of £10,000 for the 9-month project. £1,000 of
the fee will be paid within the first month of the project to cover costs
of initial expenses. The remainder of the fee will be paid in three
equal payments of £3,000 at the end of each quarter (July, October,
January). The fee is inclusive of all expenses, VAT, resources and
delivery of workshops.

Wonderseekers

! WINCHESTER
SCIENCE CENTRE
I AND PLANETARIUM




How to respond to this brief

Please send the following details to jo@winchestersciencecentre.org:

* An Expression of Interest of no more than one side of A4 or video, briefly outlining why you are
interested in working with Wonderseekers to help develop this project. This does not have to be
detailed, but please keep descriptions succinct and in clear and accessible language.

* A written or video CV summary of previous work which relates to this project.

» Examples of your own artwork or work you have produced with children, young people or
community groups. This can be up to 8 jpg images of recent work (this would help if it was as a
single PDF) or video. If you are submitting a video, please keep them to under 3mins.

The closing date for applications
is 8th April.

If you have any further questions
about the project or the brief, please
contact Jo Hennessy.
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