



God’s House Tower

Everyone Involved: Southampton’s Queer Histories

Open Call for Contributions


Were you around Southampton between the 1970s and the early 2000s? Do you 
consider yourself part of an LGBTQIA+ community? Are you a keeper of memories? 
The sort of person who has kept hold of photographs and videos of friendship groups 
and queer spaces, along with correspondence, notes, cards and ephemera that capture 
your experience? If so, we would love to hear from you! 


We are seeking contributions for a new contextual heritage exhibition about LGBTQIA+ 
history in and around Southampton. The city’s LGBTQIA+ history is rich - from the 
Magnum Club, to the Merchant Navy, and we want to reflect the true breadth and depth 
of Southampton’s queer community and culture throughout this period. This exhibition 
will not only help people understand the queer history of Southampton and the hard-
won fight for LGBTQIA+ rights, but will also preserve the legacy of queer people in the 
area by forming a new collection to be deposited in the City Council’s Museum and 
Archive collection. 


This contextual heritage exhibition will accompany a film installation by artist Ian Giles in 
our main gallery. ‘Everyone Involved’ will be a moving-image ‘monument’ to the 
pioneering work of LGBTQIA+ people in the 1970s, which will launch at God's House 
Tower in August 2024. The work will also be acquired by Southampton City Art Gallery, 
adding to its significant holdings of contemporary art. The 70s is an important decade in 
Southampton’s queer history, as the city provided a warm welcome to the Campaign for 
Homosexual Equality’s conference of 1976 after other councils refused to host the event.


All stories are important, and we want to hear them - so please reach out and also 
spread the word!


We are particularly eager to hear from:

- People with material and stories relating to queer life in the 1990s and 2000s

- Those whose stories are traditionally underrepresented within LGBTQIA+ communities 

too, such as bisexual and transgender people.


To register your interest or ask any questions, please contact Rachel Roberts by Monday 
10th June 2024 at rachelroberts.archives@gmail.com




About GHT 

God’s House Tower (GHT) opened to the public in September 2019 with a dynamic 
programme of exhibitions, events and activities. Through inventive and imaginative 
programming GHT shares and celebrates its’ own special Southampton story through the 
permanent exhibition ‘stories behind the stones.’ Our changing programme of exhibitions 
and activities create opportunities for artists and audiences, open up conversations and 
create access for those facing barriers to heritage and culture.


For more information about GHT please visit - godshousetower.org.uk 


About ‘a space’ arts

Established in 2000, by artists for artists, ‘a space’ arts is a visual arts organisation 
leading on a range of artist development projects including the Arches Studios, God’s 
House Tower and the RIPE programme, along with a bespoke range of Artist Resources. 
The organisation is a registered charity and an Arts Council England National Portfolio 
Organisation.


For more further information and an overview of our work please visit - aspacearts.org.uk


For project specific information please visit - godshousetower.org.uk and 
ripesouthampton.org.uk


Anti-racism

To further our mission we are taking proactive steps to becoming an anti-racist 
organisation. We have pledged to deliver a number of commitments through our Anti-
Racism Action Plan over the next two years along with a series of activities to bring 
immediate benefits to global majority artists. We feel this combination of working 
towards long-term change and immediate action can make a real difference to 
Southampton’s global majority visual artists and we plan to continue working on this dual 
approach.


For more information about this work please visit - aspacearts.org.uk/about-us


Access 

As an organisation we actively look to reduce barriers for people applying for our 
opportunities and commissions, and we are committed to being fair, accessible, 
transparent and inclusive. 


We offer a range of access support, including alternative formats for information we 
release and submissions we receive as well as an artist access fund; please contact us so 
that we can discuss your individual needs and provide appropriate support for your 
application or project. Please either email us on enquiries@aspacearts.org.uk or call 
07824326005. 


For more information about this work please visit - aspacearts.org.uk/about-us
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Climate Action  
As a cultural organisation it is our responsibility to raise awareness, as well as reducing 
and mitigating our own environmental impact. The environmental impact of this project 
will be monitored and steps will be taken to reduce CO2 emissions where appropriate.  


