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God’s House Tower
Holding Space by Anna Bunting-Branch
Open Call for Participants

As part of her commission for GHT, artist Anna Bunting-Branch is seeking participants
for a series of creative workshops exploring ideas around climate action, reproductive
refusal, speculative fiction, and alternative futures.

About the project

In summer 2024, GHT will stage Holding Space—an exhibition of animation and painting
that explores the role of reproductive refusal in climate activism; considering how
environmental factors are shaping decisions about bringing children into the world. The
exhibition is informed by the artist’'s ongoing research into childlessness and different
ways of conceiving the future in the face of climate emergency.

As part of the exhibition, Anna will be hosting four workshops in the gallery inspired by
feminist “small group” organising principles. As a group of no more than 10 people, we
will talk, play, and create things together. We will share food and ideas. We will be a
local group, with a shared stake in the community, and we will respond to concrete issues
as they impact our lives.

The aim of these workshops is to create a safe space for collective sharing, reflection, and

response. |In each workshop, you will be invited to make your own creative response to

the themes of Holding Space, for example:

- Using abstract mark-making to find expression for our climate emotions.

- Creating concrete poetry that describes the spiralling path which connects self and
world.

- Crafting paper-clay containers to represent what it is that we are each “holding space”
for.

- Writing recipes inspired by our lived experience that allow us to imagine material
changes and magical transformations.

The outcomes of each workshop will remain on display in the gallery for the duration of
the exhibition as part of an open-ended archive that will inspire the next chapter of

Holding Space.

Find out more about Anna’s work here: annabuntingbranch.com

What is the commitment?
- We will meet for four two-hour workshops at GHT:


http://annabuntingbranch.com

Saturday 6 July, 2-4PM
Saturday 20 July, 2-4PM
Saturday 3 August, 2-4PM
Saturday 17 August, 2-4PM

- Additionally, the group is invited for an informal introductory meeting and exhibition
tour with Anna on Saturday 29 June, 5-6PM (before the public opening starts at 6PM)

- These workshops will take place in person, but it may be possible for participants who
are unable to attend in-person to join the group virtually (please identify any access
requirements in your Expression of Interest).

- You don’t need to attend all sessions, but the aim of meeting regularly over time is to
grow together as a group (if you know there are dates you cannot attend in advance,
please specify this in your Expression of Interest)

- We will commit to participating in ways that support and nurture each other.

Who can take part?
These workshops are open to anyone in the Southampton (and the wider area) who is
touched by this call, including those who relate to one or more or the following:

- Invested in climate action and/or environmentalism (at any scale, individually or
collectively)

- Engaged with queer, trans-inclusive, feminist, anti-capitalist, and/or decolonial practice

- Interested in alternative community and/or family structures

- Childless by choice and/or by circumstance

- Enjoy storytelling, craft and/or creative writing

Participants must be over 18 years old.
You are welcome to apply as an individual or as a group.

Key dates*

Monday 13th May 2024 > Open call announcement

Monday 17th June 2024, 9am > Deadline for expressions of interest

Friday 7th June 2024 > Applicants notified of outcome

Saturday 29th June > Informal meeting and tour of the exhibition with Anna — followed
by exhibition launch event

Saturday 6th July, 2pm-4pm > Small Group Workshop 1 in the Main Gallery at GHT
Saturday 20th July, 2pm-4pm > Small Group Workshop 2 in the Main Gallery at GHT
Saturday 3rd August, 2pm-4pm > Small Group Workshop 3 in the Main Gallery at GHT
Saturday 17th August, 2pm-4pm> Small Group Workshop 4 in the Main Gallery at GHT
August - September > Project evaluation with input from small group participants

How to get involved
To apply for this opportunity, or if you have any questions, please email Mia Delve at
mia@aspacearts.org.uk by Monday 17th June at 9am.



Applications must include:

- Send us a short expression of interest (no more than 200 written words or 1.5 minutes
recorded) telling us why you would like to take part in these workshops.

- Detail any access requirements or barriers to participating (i.e., travel or care costs)

- List any dates that you know in advance you will be unable to attend.

About GHT

God’s House Tower (GHT) opened to the public in September 2019 with a dynamic
programme of exhibitions, events and activities. Through inventive and imaginative
programming GHT shares and celebrates its’ own special Southampton story through the
permanent exhibition ‘stories behind the stones.” Our changing programme of exhibitions
and activities create opportunities for artists and audiences, open up conversations and
create access for those facing barriers to heritage and culture.

For more information about GHT please visit - godshousetower.org.uk

About ‘a space’ arts
Established in 2000, by artists for artists, ‘a space’ arts is a visual arts organisation

leading on a range of artist development projects including the Arches Studios, God’s
House Tower and the RIPE programme, along with a bespoke range of Artist Resources.
The organisation is a registered charity and an Arts Council England National Portfolio
Organisation.

For more further information and an overview of our work please visit - aspacearts.org.uk
For project specific information please visit - godshousetower.org.uk and
ripesouthampton.org.uk

Anti-racism

To further our mission we are taking proactive steps to becoming an anti-racist
organisation. We have pledged to deliver a number of commitments through our Anti-
Racism Action Plan over the next two years along with a series of activities to bring
immediate benefits to global majority artists. We feel this combination of working
towards long-term change and immediate action can make a real difference to
Southampton’s global majority visual artists and we plan to continue working on this dual
approach.

For more information about this work please visit - aspacearts.org.uk/about-us


http://godshousetower.org.uk
https://aspacearts.org.uk/
http://godshousetower.org.uk
http://ripesouthampton.org.uk
https://aspacearts.org.uk/about-us

Access

As an organisation we actively look to reduce barriers for people applying for our
opportunities and commissions, and we are committed to being fair, accessible,
transparent and inclusive.

We offer a range of access support, including alternative formats for information we
release and submissions we receive as well as an artist access fund; please contact us so
that we can discuss your individual needs and provide appropriate support for your
application or project. Please either email us on enquiries@aspacearts.org.uk or call
07824326005.

For more information about this work please visit - aspacearts.org.uk/about-us

Climate Action

As a cultural organisation it is our responsibility to raise awareness, as well as reducing
and mitigating our own environmental impact. The environmental impact of this project
will be monitored and steps will be taken to reduce CO2 emissions where appropriate.
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